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DEFINITION OF TERMS 
 
Accommodation: Spending for lodging by hotel and motel guests, campers and vacation 
home users. 
Air Transportation: Air passenger spending attributable to travelers in and to Texas. 
The spending total includes air travel spending made outside Texas for travel to Texas, 
purchases by Texas residents who travel outside the state, and air travel within the state. 
Campers: Travelers staying at RV parks and commercial campgrounds or at public 
campgrounds such as those in State or National Parks. 
Day Visitor: A traveler whose trip does not include an overnight stay and who travels out 
of his/her local area (50+ miles one way). 
Destination Spending: Spending by travelers at or near their destinations. This excludes 
spending on air transportation and for travel arrangement. All automobile operating 
expenses are included in the ground transportation component of destination spending. 
Earnings: Total earnings include wage and salary disbursements, other earned benefits, 
and proprietor income. Only the earnings attributable to travel expenditures are included. 
Eating, Drinking: Businesses serving food and beverages for immediate consumption. In 
addition to table service restaurants, this category includes fast-food outlets and 
refreshment stands. 
Employment: Industry employment (jobs) associated with the travel-generated payroll 
and proprietors. This includes both full- and part-time positions. 
Expenditures: Purchases by travelers during their trip, including lodging taxes and other 
applicable local and state taxes paid by the traveler at the point of sale. 
Food Stores: Grocery stores, supermarkets, fruit stands, retail bakeries, and other 
businesses selling food for consumption off the premises. 
Ground Transport: Spending on car rentals, gasoline and other vehicle operating 
expenses, and on local transportation such as taxi or bus. 
Hotel and Motel Guests: Travelers staying in hotels, motels, resorts, bed & breakfast 
establishments and other lodging places where the transient lodging tax is collected. 
Local Tax Revenue includes lodging taxes, sales taxes and airport passenger facility 
charges paid by visitors, and the property tax payments and sales tax payments 
attributable to the travel industry income of employees and businesses. 
Other Travel includes resident air travel, travel arrangement and reservation services, 
and convention and trade show organizers. 
Private Home Guests: Travelers staying as guests with friends or relatives. 
Receipts: Travel expenditures less the sales and excise taxes imposed on those 
expenditures (also referred to as business receipts). 
Recreation: Spending on admissions to artistic events, entertainment and recreation. 
Retail Sales: Spending for gifts, souvenirs and other items (excludes spending listed 



separately, such as food stores or recreation). 
State Tax Revenue includes lodging, sales, beverage and motor fuel tax payments of 
visitors, and the franchise tax payments attributable to the travel industry income of 
businesses and sales tax payments attributable to the travel industry income of 
employees. 
Transient Lodging Tax: A local tax charged on lodging (also referred to as room tax, 
transient occupancy tax, hotel tax or bed tax). 
Travel: A day or overnight trip that is not of a local or commuting nature. Travel may be 
for business or pleasure purposes. 
Travel Arrangement: Spending for fees paid to travel agents and tour operators. 
Vacation Home User: Travelers using their own vacation home or timeshare and those 
renting a vacation home or privately owned cabin where transient lodging tax is not 
collected. 
Visitor: A person traveling to or through Texas. A visitor may be a Texas resident or a 
resident of another state. 
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